
AUG 23, 2026 TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

 

 
 

FIRST  READING: ISAIAH 22:19-23 

God will remove Shebna from his office as master 
of the palace. 
 

SECOND READING:  ROMANS 11:33-36 

Paul sings praise to God. 
 

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 16:13-20  

Simon Peter acknowledges Jesus as the Christ and 
is given the key to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

FAMILY CONNECTION: 
Today’s Gospel reminds us that the Church is built 
on the foundation of faith in Jesus Christ. Peter 
announces the core of our faith, that Jesus is 
God’s only Son. The family, as the domestic 
church, has this same faith as its foundation. 
 

As you gather together as a family, talk about 
people whose faith has helped you to be a 
member of the Church and talk about what you 
have learned from leaders in our Church today. 
Read together today’s Gospel, Matthew 16:13-20. 
Talk about what you know about Peter and his 
importance to the early Christian community. Talk 
about what we can learn from Peter and his 
profession of faith about Jesus. Conclude in prayer 
together by praying today’s Psalm or an Act of 
Faith. 
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