
AUG 16, 2026 TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

 

 
 

FIRST  READING: Isaiah 56:1,6-7 

The Lord reveals His salvation to all. 
 

SECOND READING:  Romans 11:13-15,29-32 

God’s favor to Israel is irrevocable. 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 15:21-28 

Jesus heals the daughter of the Canaanite woman 
because of her great faith. 
 

FAMILY CONNECTION: 
Even when spurned by Jesus, the faith of the Canaanite 
woman makes her bold enough to argue and ask again 
for what she needs. Her persistence and great 
confidence that Jesus could heal her daughter reminds 
us of the confidence with which our children bring to 
us their own needs. In their faith and trust we can find 
modern examples of how we might approach God in 
prayer. 
 

As a family recall some times when a request for 
something was presented by one family member to 
another with confidence and persistence. If the request 
was denied, talk about why that was so. If the request 
was eventually granted, talk about what led to the 
change of heart. Then read together today’s Gospel, 
Matthew 15:21-28. Was anyone surprised by Jesus’ 
response to the Canaanite woman? Why or why not? 
What makes Jesus change his mind and heal the 
woman’s daughter? When we pray, God wants us to be 
as confident in his mercy. Invite family members to 
identify the things that they most need from God. Pray 
these prayers of petition together as a family, 
confident that God will hear and answer your prayers. 
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